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Election/Restrictions 

1. Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/7/05 with respect to election requirement have 
been fully considered and are persuasive. Accordingly, the election requirement has 
been withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 2, 7 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 2 recites the limitation of "a service selector for directing tuning... and the 
first control signal". It is unclear how the selector tunes the control signal as claimed. 
Claims 7 and 32 recites "...directing tuning ...the first and second control signals..." and 
"directing tuning ... "the switch" further respect to claim 7. It is unclear how the selector 
tunes the control signals and the switch as claimed. Accordingly, claims 2, 7 and 32 are 
indefinite. 

Claims 7 and 32 are indefinite because there is no antecedent basis for the 
limitation "the second tuner** in line 2. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country 
or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application 
for patent in the United States. 
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5. Claims 1-9, 11, 12, 15, 16, 20, 21, 23, 28-34, 36, 37, 40, 41, 45, 46 and 48 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Novak (U.S. 5,787,335 A). 

With respect to claim 1, Novak teaches a system (see figure 2) for receiving 
continuous services (television services or programs), comprising: a first splitter (46) 
having a first output and a slave output (more than one output) receiving a first signal 
(i.e., satellite television signal) at an input having a single polarization (left-hand 
polarization) including a first service and a slaved service (more than one service or 
program), wherein the first signal is directed to the first output and the slaved output and 
selects by a first control signal (via switch 62); a first tuner (within receiver 16) receiving 
the first output and tuning the first service; and a slaved tuner (within other receiver 16) 
receiving the slaved output (other output) and tuning the slaved service (other service or 
program) (see col. 3, lines 31-34 and 58-64 and figure 2). 

Regarding claim 2, Novak teaches each of service selectors 62 for generating 
first control signals and controlling each of the tuners (see figure 2). 

Regarding claim 3, Novak teaches that the first control signal is applied by the 
selector 62 coupled to the first splitter 46 (see figure 2). 

Regarding claim 4, Novak teaches that the first control signal is applied by the 
selector 62 through tuner coupled to the splitter 46 (see figure 2). 

Regarding claim 5, Novak teaches that the slaved service is selected from a 
plurality of slaved services (i.e., from direct satellite television services or programs - 
see col. 3, lines 58-67). 

Regarding claim 6, Novak teaches that the system further comprising a second 
splitter (52) having a first output and a slave output (more than one output) receiving a 
second signal (i.e., satellite television signal) at an input having a single polarization 
(right-hand polarization) including a first service and a slaved service (more than one 
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service or program), wherein tlie second signal is directed to the first output and the 
slaved output and selects by a second control signal (via switch 62); a switch (62) for 
selecting the slaved output (other output) to the slaved tuner (other tuner) between the 
slaved output of the first splitter (46) and the slaved output of the second splitter (52) (to 
provide the service requested by a user - see col. 3, lines 31-36 and 58-64 and figure 2). 

Regarding claim 7, Novak teaches that the system further comprises each switch 
62 for generating control signal and controlling each receiver (see figure 2). 

Regarding claim 8, Novak teaches that the first control signal is applied by the 
switch coupled to the first splitter 46 and the second control signal is applied by the 
switch coupled to the second splitter 52 (see figure 2). 

Regarding claim 9, Novak teaches that the first control signal is applied by the 
switch 62 through the first tuner coupled to the first splitter 46 and the second control 
signal is applied by the switch 62 through the second tuner coupled to the second splitter 
52 (see figure 2). 

Regarding claims 11 and 12, Novak teaches providing frequency range of the 
service corresponding to left/right-hand polarization (see col. 4, lines 43-61). 

Regarding claims 15 and 16, Novak teaches providing channel information for 
the service or program to a user so that the system provides output signals to television 
set according to the requirements of the user (see col. 4, line 64 to col. 5, line 28). 

Regarding claims 20, 21 and 23, Novak teaches that the tuned service is 
selected using an algorithm and the algorithm is performed within the receiver system 
(via receiver 16 - see 5, lines 6-19). 

Regarding claim 28, Novak teaches a method (see figure 2) of receiving services 
(television services or programs), comprising: generating a first control signal (via switch 
62) to select a first signal; receiving a first signal (i.e., satellite television signal) including 
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a first service and a slaved service (more than one service or program), wherein the 
services are at the same polarization (left-hand polarization); splitting the first signal with 
a first splitter (46) to a first output and a slave output (more than one output); tuning the 
first service from the first output with a first tuner (within receiver 16); and tuning the 
slaved service from the slaved output with a slaved tuner (within other receiver 16) (see 
col. 3, lines 31-34 and 58-64 and figure 2). 

Regarding claim 29, Novak teaches each of service selectors 62 for generating 
first control signals and controlling each of the tuners (see figure 2). 

Regarding claim 30, Novak teaches that the slaved service is selected from a 
plurality of slaved services (i.e., from direct satellite television services or programs - 
see col. 3, lines 58-67). 

Regarding claim 31, Novak teaches that the system further comprising a second 
splitter (52) having a first output and a slave output (more than one output) receiving a 
second signal (i.e., satellite television signal) at an input having a single polarization 
(right-hand polarization) including a first service and a slaved service (more than one 
service or program), wherein the second signal is directed to the first output and the 
slaved output and selects by a second control signal (via switch 62); a switch (62) for 
selecting the slaved output (other output) to the slaved tuner (other tuner) between the 
slaved output of the first splitter (46) and the slaved output of the second splitter (52) (to 
provide the service requested by a user - see col. 3, lines 31-36 and 58-64 and figure 2). 

Regarding claim 32, Novak teaches that the system further comprises each 
switch 62 for generating control signal and controlling each receiver (see figure 2). 

Regarding claim 33, Novak teaches that the first control signal is applied by the 
switch coupled to the first splitter 46 and the second control signal is applied by the 
switch coupled to the second splitter 52 (see figure 2). 
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Regarding claim 34, Novak teaches that the first control signal is applied by the 
switch 62 through the first tuner coupled to the first splitter 46 and the second control 
signal is applied by the switch 62 through the second tuner coupled to the second splitter 
52 (see figure 2). 

Regarding claims 36 and 37, Novak teaches providing frequency range of the 
service corresponding to left/right-hand polarization (see col. 4, lines 43-61). 

Regarding claims 40 and 41, Novak teaches providing channel information for 
the service or program to a user so that the system provides output signals to television 
set according to the requirements of the user (see col. 4, line 64 to col. 5, line 28). 

Regarding claims 45, 46 and 48, Novak teaches that the tuned service is 
selected using an algorithm and the algorithm is performed within the receiver system 
(via receiver 16 - see 5, lines 6-19). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 73-75 and 77 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Arsenault et al. (US 6,922,844 B1). 

Regarding claim 73, Arsenault teaches a method of business for delivering 
simultaneous services, comprising: transmitting a plurality of signals, each signal 
including a plurality of first services (from satellite 602) and at least one slaved service 
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(from satellites 604A-C) at the same polarization and the at least one slaved service is 
the same for each signal and polarization; and receiving and retransmitting each signal 
separately to a downlink antenna (620 of receiver station 61 4B) (see col. 9, lines 25-36; 
col. 1 0, lines 38 to col. 1 1 , line 1 and figure 6). 

Regarding claims 74, 75 and 77, Arsenault teaches that the tuned service is 
selected using an algorithm and the algorithm is performed within the receiver system 
(see col. 10, line 51 to col. 11, line 1). 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

9. Claims 10, 13, 14, 17-19, 35, 38, 39 and 42-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Novak (U.S. 5,787,335 A). 

With respect to claims 10 and 35, Novak discloses the television receiver system 
but does not disclose the system is integral to an integrated receiver/decoder IRD. 
Official Notice is taken that integrated receiver decoder or IRD for receiving data and 
decoding the received data is well known in art. Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
television receiver system of Novak by including IRD in order to promote both space and 
power efficiency. 

Regarding claims 13 and 38, Novak does not specifically teach updating 
memory. Official Notice is taken that updating memory to obtain the newest information 
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or data is well known in the art. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the system of Novak by 
updating memory in order to obtain the newest information or data. 

Regarding claims 14 and 39, Novak does not specifically disclose that the 
memory is a flash memory. Official Notice is taken that flash memory comprises writable 
permanent memory storage memory elements is well known in the art. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the system of Novak by including a flash memory to store data 
permanently and efficiently. 

Regarding claims 17-19 and 42-44, Novak does not specifically disclose dialup 
service. Official Notice is taken that a dialup data link for communication between a 
terminal device and service provider for obtaining information is well known in the art. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the system of Novak by using a dialup service to provide 
connection between a terminal device and service provider for obtaining information. 
10. Claims 22, 24-27, 47 and 49-52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Novak (U.S. 5,787,335 A) in view of Khoo et al. (US 6,434,747 B1). 

Regarding claims 22, 24-27, 47 and 49-52, Novak teaches that the system 
provides the selected service to the television receiver according to the request of the 
user (see col. 3, lines 58-59 and col. 4, lines 64-67). Novak does not explicitly teach that 
the algorithm is performed outside the receiver system and the algorithm employs user 
preferences to determine the selected service. However, Khoo teaches that a user 
provides personalized data to server so that the server selects programs or services 
based on the personalized data. The personalized data comprises the personal profile of 
the user, the television show preference of the user and the viewing habits of the user 
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(see col. 4, lines 4, line 56 to col. 5, line 16; col. 6, lines 41-48). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the system of Novak by providing personalized data to server for selecting 
programs or services based on the personalized data as taught by Khoo in order to allow 
the server effectively distribute the customized programs to user. 
1 1 . Claims 53-56, 58, 63-66 and 68 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Novak (U.S. 5,787,335 A) in view of Arsenault et al. (US 6,922,844 
B1). 

Regarding claim 53, Novak teaches a system for providing continuous services 
(television services or programs), comprising: transmitting a first signal including a first 
service and a slaved service (more than one service or program) at the same 
polarization (left-hand polarization); wherein the first signal is communicated to a first 
splitter (46) having an input, a first output to a first tuner (within receiver 16) for tuning 
the first service and a first slaved output (other output) to a slaved tuner (within other 
receiver 16) for tuning the slaved service and the first signal is selected by a first control 
signal (via the switch 62) (see col. 3, lines 31-34 and 58-64 and figure 2). 

Novak does not explicitly teach the system comprising one transmit station 
having an uplink antenna and one satellite receiving and retransmitting the signal to a 
downlink antenna. However, Arsenault shows a system in figure 6 comprising one 
transmit station 104 having an uplink antenna 106 and one satellite 602 for receiving and 
retransmitting the signal to a downlink antenna 616 or 620 (see figure 6). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the system of Novak by including one transmit station having an uplink 
antenna and one satellite receiving and retransmitting the signal to a downlink antenna 
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as taught by Arsenault in order to effectively provide programs to users via multiple 
satellite video distribution network. 

Regarding claim 54, the combined system of Novak and Arsenault shows the 
system comprising one transmit station 104 having an uplink antenna 106 and one 
satellite 602 for receiving and retransmitting the signal to a downlink antenna 616 or 620 
(see Arsenault: figure 6). The combined system of Novak and Arsenault teaches the 
system further comprising the second signal (i.e., satellite television signal) is 
communicated to a second splitter (52) having a second input, a second output to a first 
tuner (within receiver 16) for tuning the second service and a second slaved output to 
the slaved tuner (within other receiver 16) for tuning the slaved service and the second 
signal is selected by a second control signal (via other switch 62) and output to the 
slaved tuner (within other receiver 16) is selected between the outputs (to provide the 
service requested by a user - see Novak: col. 3, lines 31-36 and 58-64 and figure 2). 

Regarding claims 55, 56 and 58, Novak teaches that the tuned service is 
selected using an algorithm and the algorithm is performed within the receiver system 
(via receiver 16 - see 5, lines 6-19), 

Regarding claim 63, Novak teaches a method for providing services (television 
services or programs), comprising: transmitting a first signal including a first service and 
a slaved service (more than one service or program) at the same polarization (left-hand 
polarization); wherein the first signal is communicated to a first splitter (46) having an 
input, a first output to a first tuner (within receiver 16) for tuning the first service and a 
first slaved output (other output) to a slaved tuner (within other receiver 16) for tuning the 
slaved service and the first signal is selected by a first control signal (via the switch 62) 
(see col. 3, lines 31-34 and 58-64 and figure 2). 
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Novak does not explicitly teach receiving and retransmitting the signal to a 
downlink antenna. However, Arsenault shows a system in figure 6 comprising one 
transmit station 104 having an uplink antenna 106 and one satellite 602 for receiving and 
retransmitting the signal to a downlink antenna 616 or 620 (see figure 6). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the system of Novak by including one transmit station having an uplink 
antenna and one satellite receiving and retransmitting the signal to a downlink antenna 
as taught by Arsenault in order to effectively provide programs to users via multiple 
satellite video distribution network. 

Regarding claim 64, the combined system of Novak and Arsenault shows the 
system comprising one transmit station 104 having an uplink antenna 106 and one 
satellite 602 for receiving and retransmitting the signal to a downlink antenna 616 or 620 
(see Arsenault: figure 6). The combined system of Novak and Arsenault teaches the 
system further comprising the second signal (i.e., satellite television signal) is 
communicated to a second splitter (52) having a second input, a second output to a first 
tuner (within receiver 16) for tuning the second service and a second slaved output to 
the slaved tuner (within other receiver 16) for tuning the slaved service and the second 
signal is selected by a second control signal (via other switch 62) and output to the 
slaved tuner (within other receiver 16) is selected between the outputs (to provide the 
service requested by a user - see Novak: col. 3, lines 31-36 and 58-64 and figure 2). 

Regarding claims 65, 66 and 68, Novak teaches that the tuned service is 
selected using an algorithm and the algorithm is performed within the receiver system 
(via receiver 16 - see 5, lines 6-19). 

12. Claims 76 and 78-81 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Arsenault et al. (US 6,922,844 B1) in view of Khoo et al. (US 6,434,747 B1). 
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Regarding claim 76 and 78-81, Arsenault discloses that number of channels or 
programs can be reserved for service groups defined by subscriber criteria such as 
viewer preferences (see col. 22, lines 18-21). Arsenault does not explicitly teach that the 
algorithm is performed outside the receiver system and the algorithm employs user 
preferences to determine the selected service. However, Khoo teaches that a user 
provides personalized data to server so that the server selects programs or services 
based on the personalized data. The personalized data comprises the personal profile of 
the user, the television show preference of the user and the viewing habits of the user 
(see col. 4, lines 4, line 56 to col. 5, line 16; col. 6, lines 41-48). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the system of Arsenault by providing personalized data to server for selecting 
programs or services based on the personalized data as taught by Khoo in order to allow 
the server effectively distribute the customized programs to user. 
13. Claims 57, 59-62, 67 and 69-72 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Novak (U.S. 5,787,335 A) in view of Arsenault et al. (US 6,922,844 
B1) and further in view of Khoo et al. (US 6,434,747 B1). 

With respect to claims 57, 59-62, 67 and 69-72, Novak teaches that the system 
provides the selected service to the television receiver according to the request of the 
user (see col. 3, lines 58-59 and col. 4, lines 64-67). Novak does not explicitly teach that 
the algorithm is performed outside the receiver system and the algorithm employs user 
preferences to determine the selected service. However, Khoo teaches that a user 
provides personalized data to server so that the server selects programs or services 
based on the personalized data. The personalized data comprises the personal profile of 
the user, the television show preference of the user and the viewing habits of the user 
(see col. 4, lines 4, line 56 to col. 5, line 16; col. 6, lines 41-48). Therefore, it would have 
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been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the system of Novak by providing personalized data to server for selecting 
programs or services based on the personalized data as taught by Khoo in order to allow 
the server effectively distribute the customized programs to user. 



14. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Nail (US 5,029,232) teaches a satellite communications network. 
Oleson (US 4,675,732) teaches a satellite/hybrid television system. 

15. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ngoc K. Vu whose telephone number is 571-272-7306. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Grant can be reached on 571-272-7294. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pajr-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 




Ngoc K.Vu 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2611 



January 18, 2006 



